
Dear parents/carers, 
May I take this opportunity to introduce myself as Emma Rees the new 
Headteacher for Brays school and tell you how overwhelmed I am at how staff 
at Brays have pulled together in such challenging times and continued to do 
their upmost best for all of our students.  When I embarked on my first   
Headship on the 4th of January, nothing could have prepared me for being 
plunged into yet another lockdown as a result of this awful pandemic, which has 
impacted on so many of us in such an awful way, whether it be because we are 
still suffering from contracting Covid ourselves, have been shielding for the 
best part of a year and isolating away from our friends and family, or indeed 
worse than that, have lost someone close.  
However, it's not all doom and gloom and students across both sites have     
returned with positivity and a real thirst to engage and get back to doing what 
they do best, learning whilst having fun! A huge well done to all of our          
wonderful children and a big thank you to parents and carers for keeping their 
learning going so well during Lockdown and preparing your children for their 
return to school. 
The children have been very resilient in adapting back to school life and     
hopefully you will be able to enjoy the benefits of things opening up a bit     
further with them over the Easter holidays. We hope for a better Summer 
term and to be able to carry out some of our usual events during this period 
but this will be dependent on government advice as we go forward, and we will 
of course keep you updated with all developments. 
We have had lots to celebrate these last few weeks including, red nose day and 
a visit from the Easter Bunny (it's really Julie Neil, Assistant Head at Tile 
cross but don't tell the children!). At this point I would like to also thank Now 
Education for their generous donation of Easter Eggs for all Children at Brays 
and to ABC Teachers for their donation of a staff breakfast, it is very much 
appreciated by staff and students. 
 
I wish you all a peaceful and restful break 
Kind regards 
Emma  
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World Book Day 

Although were unable to celebrate World Book Day in the same way as we usually do, we 
still managed to enjoy a range of activities and mark the day both at school and at home. 
Some of the teachers shared their favourite books on Class Dojo, explained why they 
liked them and provided links so that people could enjoy listening to them being read. 
Many children dressed up as their favourite characters at home, and others enjoyed 
coming into school in clothes from their favourite stories. The staff made two Julia 
Donaldson- based videos for everybody to see, one a reading of The Gruffalo and the 
other a series of good advice from all our favourite Julia Donaldson characters. The 
teachers also put some fun World Book Day activities on Class Dojo for everybody to do 
wherever they were, and we hope all the children enjoyed doing them and had a lovely 
World Book Day!  

Red Nose Day 

This year we had another successful fundraising day. The theme of the day was to make 
people laugh. Throughout the school, you could hear everyone laughing and playing    
practical jokes on one another. Some of us certainly did jump! Everyone looked fab  
wearing clothes to fit the theme. We had people wearing odd socks and shoes, clothes on 
back to front, the list goes on and on.  
Throughout the day, children participated in a range of activities such as designing red 
noses and red nose sensory games. Everyone enjoyed sharing jokes and not to forget the 
pie face – definitely a favourite! As usual, the adults made it a little more competitive.  
Well done everybody! Thanks so much for your effort! We made £40.00 
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Pupils returned this half term to a new theme centred mainly around travel. KS2 travel 
back in time to Ancient Greece, learning about their customs, food, dress, architecture 
and amazing buildings. During Creative Arts sessions pupils have created collages        
inspired by Greek mosaics and paintings inspired by warm far away sandy beaches. In our 
Creative Space based in Sheldon pupils have visited and help construct an amphitheatre, 
visited a Greek artists workshop and an ancient spar. At Tile Cross classes have        
continued work with the talented artists from Music Services and Open Theatre. We 
are very pleased to welcome back the artist and arts organisations that bring so much 
excitement and such great experiences to the school. 

Creative Arts Roundup 

Attendance 

 

Attendance for Brays Tile Cross Period 01/09/20 to 13/12/20 is 91% 
 

Class EY - 78%    Class 1G - 89%    Class 2A - 89% 

Class 2P - 96%    Class 1A - 90%    Class 3G - 95% 

Class 1J - 95%    Class 1W - 91%   Class 3P - 93% 

Class 1S - 84%    Class 2W - 93%   Class 2L - 95% 

Class 2T - 89%    Class 2H - 94%    Class 3S - 91% 

 

Attendance for Brays Sheldon Period 01/09/20 to 13/12/20 is 79% 
 

Class EY -  67%   Class 2B - 90%    Class 2E – 70% 

Class 1J - 67%    Class 2C - 78%    Class 1N - 84%  

Class 1D - 92% 
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Lateral Flow Tests (LFD test) 

As you are aware, we are continuing to work to all of the Government guidance to ensure 
our school is as safe as it can possibly be. As part of this guidance you may have seen 
that the Government has rolled out lateral flow testing (LFD test) for wider members of 
the school community. LFDs are designed to pick up positive cases in adults and children 
who are not showing any symptoms. Our school staff already have access to LFDs and 
test themselves twice each week. You will be aware that secondary aged pupils were 
tested on three separate occasions upon returning to their schools and are now testing 
at home regularly using LFDs. 

The offer of using LFDs has now been extended to households, childcare and support 
bubbles of primary aged children. It is not mandatory for primary school pupils to test 
at this time. 

In terms of access to tests for families of children, if you’re a member of a household, 
childcare bubble or support bubble of a pupil you can get a twice-weekly test: through 
your employer if they offer testing to employees (check with them) 

· at a rapid lateral flow test site 

· by collecting a LFD home test kit from a test site 

· by ordering a LFD home test kit online 

LFDs are intended for use by those without Covid symptoms, they are not to rule out 
Covid 19 where symptoms are present. Therefore, if an individual in your household has 
symptoms (new cough, temperature, loss of taste/smell) an LFD should not be used, self-
isolation should be followed and a PCR test booked at a local test centre or via the post. 
If the PCR test is returned as negative the child can come into school. 

If a person has no symptoms they can use the LFD tests to check they are not asympto-
matic. In the case of a positive LFD test result, the family member/pupil, their close 
contacts and other members of their household, should self-isolate immediately in line 
with NHS Test and Trace guidance and while awaiting the PCR result. If the PCR test is 
negative, it overrides the LFD test the pupil can return to school and their close con-
tacts can end their self-isolation. 

Contact Tracing – Easter Holidays: 

Below is a guide to what action parents and carers need to take should your child show 
symptoms of Covid19 or have a positive test during the Easter Break. 

Date of onset of symptoms (or date of positive test if asymptomatic) 

Action required Between Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd April: 

Parent/carer to inform school using enquiry@brays.fet.ac, School will notify individuals 
within the respective bubbles who may have been in contact on Wednesday 31st March 
or Thursday 1st April. 

Action required between Sunday 4th – Sunday 18th April: 

Parents to follow advice as per NHS Covid 19 guidelines. Parent/carer to inform school 



Farewells and Welcomes 

I would like to say a few farewells and 
welcomes as we reach the end of my 

first term as Headteacher: 

Welcome to Kimberley Atkins and    
Simone Cameron, teachers at Tile Cross. 

Welcome Sarah Wagstaff, Claudia      
Lupuliasa and Mahbuba Akhtar Teaching 

Assistants at Tile Cross.  

Farewell to Amanda Summers and Abbie 
Watson, teachers at Tile Cross. 

Farewell to Mandi Pountney. 

Key Diary Dates 

Pupils return to school 19th April after 
the Easter Break. 

28th May Teacher Training Day 

Pupils return to school 7th June after 
Half Term. 

Pupils break up 21st July for Summer 
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School uniform is compulsory, please ensure that your child is wearing school uniform. 
Orders for uniform are made online please visit www.brigade.uk.com or e-mail 
sales@brigade.uk.com Uniform is easy and comfortable for children to wear and makes it 
easier to manage personal care. If you find this difficult for any reason then please   
contact a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

Pupil Absence Notification 

Always ring school by 9AM to let us know if your child will not be in. 

On some occasions if your child has been absent for 3 days without notifying the school, 
a safe and well check may be carried out to the family home. 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of 
COVID 19 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they 
should remain at home for at least 10 days from the 
date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with 
symptoms will be eligible for testing and this can be 
arranged via: 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test 

or by calling 119 

All other household members who remain well must 
stay at home and not leave the house for 10 days. 
The 10-day period starts from the day when the first 
person in the house became ill. 

Household members should not go to work, school or 
public areas and exercise should be taken within the 
home.   

Household members staying at home for 10 days will 
greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the 
household could pass on to others in the community. 

Brays School Sheldon 

Brays Road, 

Sheldon, 

Birmingham 

B26 1NS 

 

Phone: 0121 743 5730 

Email: enquiry@brays.fet.ac 

Website: www.brays.fet.ac 

Brays School Tile Cross 

Leycroft Avenue, 

Tile Cross  

Birmingham  

B33 9UF 

 

Phone: 0121 566 6690 

Email: enquiry@brays.fet.ac 

Or: receptionTC@brays.fet.ac 

Website: www.brays.fet.ac 

Contacts 

School Uniform 


